In Short

Over the last 15 years Fred Smith has emerged as one of Australia’s most respected songwriters.  He is a lyrical and inventive lyricist, with an ear for a melodic hook. He has a perceptive eye for modern life, its foibles and joys, and an ability to express this in song. Fred presents his material with an engaging humour and a wry smile that has won hearts at festivals in Australia and North America. He is the subject of the film Bougainville Sky about his work on peace keeping operations in the war-torn islands of the South Pacific where his work as a musician and radio broadcaster contributed to the success of the world’s first ever unarmed peace keeping force.  He was the first Australian diplomat to be posted to Uruzgan in July of 2009.  Whilst in Afghanistan, Fred wrote a collection of powerful songs about his experiences

 and the realities of life for soldiers in this difficult war, released in 2011 on

 an album called Dust of Uruzgan.

The Full Story

BIO 

Fred Smith is one of Australia’s most remarkable artists.  He has spent the last 15 years all over the globe: doing peace work in the war torn islands of the South Pacific and the Forward Operating Bases of Afghanistan, touring in America and travelling the Australian festival circuit where he has earned a reputation as a prolific and dynamic songwriter. 

Fred is a lyrical and inventive lyricist, with an ear for a melodic hook. He has a perceptive eye for modern life, its foibles and joys, and an ability to express this in song. He presents his material with an engaging humour and a wry smile that has won hearts at all major Australian festivals. 

Fred cut his teeth performing comic and satirical ballads in bars and festivals in the late 90’s. His earlier performances were described as “Noel Coward meets Louden Wainwright". His debut album Soapbox gained cult status in his home town Canberra selling over 3000 copies. 
After releasing Soapbox, he traveled to work with Peace Monitoring operations in Bougainville, an island province of Papua New Guinea that recently emerged from ten years of bitter civil war. Fred became something of a celebrity on Bougainville collaborating with local musicians and the Australian Army to record and release 20,000 copies of a cassette of peace songs in the Melanesian pidgin dialect. 

Fred returned from Bougainville to record the award winning "Bagarap Empires" CD (pronounced 'Buggerup'). The CD won rave reviews and was rated amongst the top 5 albums of the year by ABC Radio presenter Paul Petran. Bagarap Empires was also awarded the SreenSound Australia award for Best New Release of 2002. 

Bagarap Empires is a CD of songs relating stories of humour, struggle and compassion against the backdrop of conflict in Bougainville and the Solomon Islands. With Australia now beginning to recognise the responsibilities of being the big fish in a region of disintegrating nations, Bagarap Empires was ahead of its time. 

Two of the tunes on the Bagarap Empires are sung in Melanesian pidgin, a language in which Smith became fluent while working in the islands. Bagarap Empires is described by Melbourne Age writer Warwick McFadyen as “a stunning marriage of ethereal poetry and hard nosed realism, with relentless rhythm and shimmering melody.” It is this mix of melody and reality that has become the hallmark of Smith’s songwriting. 

In May 2003 Fred returned to Bougainville. Film-maker Nick Agafonoff heard of Fred’s exploits and traveled to the war torn province to have a closer look. He followed Fred and his legendary Bulmakau band around during the final weeks of the Peace Monitoring Group’s operations. The documentary “Bougainville Sky” was released in Nov. 2004.

Earlier that year Fred met Liz Frencham.  He had written an album’s worth of songs for a woman’s voice and was looking for the right gal.  He found her.  They released their first joint album “Into My Room” to critical acclaim in the second half of 2003 and have since gone on to become a major force on the Australian festival circuit.  In 2007 they released their second album “Lovethongs”- a collection of Fred’s love songs.  The album was rated one of Top Ten Albums of 2007 by Sue Barrett in Rhythms Magazine and won rave reviews in the Sydney Morning Herald and Melbourne Age.

Fred moved to Washington DC in November 2005 and spent three years touring throughout the United States, Canada, and Australia.  Fred returned to Australia permanently in 2008 to release his new CD “Texas” which captures the zeitgeist of an America divided in the second term of the Bush administration.  It touches on subjects from Barak to Iraq with the insight, balance and irony that have made Smith one of Australia’s most respected songwriters.

In July of 2009 Fred was the first Australian diplomat to be posted to Uruzgan (also spelled Oruzgan). His main

 job was to build relationships with tribal leaders in order to improve cooperation and understanding between the local community and the Coalition Forces, to act as a bridge between these two vastly different cultures. This put him in a unique position to understand both.

  He served most of his 18 month tour of Uruzgan province living and working on the Multinational Base in Tarin Kowt and more recently at a Forward Operating Base in the Chora

 Valley. Smith played regular concerts on the main base in Tarin Kowt where his songs are on

 everybody's iPod. His comic ditty “Niet Swaffelen op de Dixi”, entreating Dutch soldiers not to do unspeakable things in the portaloos around the base, became a hit with the Dutch military and

 he toured Holland in November 2010 on the strength of it.

Whilst in Afghanistan, Fred wrote a collection of powerful songs about his experiences and the realities of life for soldiers in this difficult war. These songs were released in 2011on

 an album called “Dust of Uruzgan”.

  The album won featured reviews and front pages in The Australian, The Sydney Morning Herald, and The Melbourne Age.

“the music of Fred Smith comes straight from the front line…raw, ribald, but also capable of moving grown men to tears.”

John Huxley, Sydney Morning Herald, 28 July 2011

“His CD was good, but his live performance blew me away.”

Rich Warren, WFMT Chicago

“In a world full of vacuous songs, Fred’s is an incredibly strong body of work”

John Schumann

“an exceptional songwriter and certainly the equal of Bogle, Walker and Schumann”

Bruce Elder, Sydney Morning Herald ‘Review of the Week’ August 2011

“One should seriously consider purchasing Bagarap Empires.  Especially if you are, or would like to be, a songwriter, just to hear how good it sounds when it’s done really well”

Mike Cooper, ROOTS magazine (UK)

